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Bruce Conroe

B ruce Conroe is a retired educator as a teacher, 
counselor, and administrator at public schools 
and colleges. He is now Vice Provost Emeritus of 

State University College at Potsdam. He lives in Saratoga 
Springs, NY, and keeps busy with family activities, 
traveling, and writing.

Dr. Conroe was born and raised in New York, growing 
up in the suburbs of Albany, the youngest of three children. 
He attended Alfred University in Alfred, NY earning a 
Bachelor’s Degree in mathematics and after marrying 

his best friend since kindergarten a Master’s Degree in 
Education. Several years and Bruce’s Four children later, 
he earned his Doctor of Education at the State of New 
York University at Albany. His career was interrupted by 
the US Army dra for two years during the Cold War as 
described in my earlier book. He and his wife Barbara 
took over fifty trips both in and out of the US. The urge 
to share our experiences led to my writing “Beyond the 
Horizon,” about the foreign trips and our life in the Army 
and what was then West Germany.

“ Writing the book brought 
back the memories and 
made me realize that it 

was not yesterday.”

• What, to you, are the most important elements of good 
writing?

First of all , it might be different from others. Free 
style depends on the genre. If it’s fiction you can go to 
what you would like to.

• What comes first for you — the plot or the characters — 
and why?

For me, reading characters will go first. With non 
fiction it’s good to start off the surrounding of the story, 
location, where it took place.

• What’s your favorite and least favorite part of 
publishing?

Waiting to hear what is going on.

• How many books have you written, and which is your 
favorite?

I’ve written two books, I’ve written 4 to 5 articles 
within my profession, Well this is hard, I guess Reluctant 
soldier is my favorite.

• What part of the book did you have the hardest time 
writing? 
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I was trying, with that book, in a difficult situation, 
To choose the wording.

• What part of the book was the most fun to write?
I think the part where I accidentally went over to 

Germany, we were training guns and archery and we 
got there tanker, the next time I knew I was already 
in the Tank and I was in charge. That’s the most fun 
to tell. 

• If your book were made into a movie, which actors 
would play your characters?

I would like to have Matt Damon

• If you could spend a day with another popular author, 
whom would you choose?

I would like to spend with Anne Perry author of 
the Triple Jeopardy is the bestselling author of two 
acclaimed series set in Victorian England:

• What is the ultimate goal for the book?
I want to make this book turn into a movie.

• How much research did you need to do for your book?
Very little, I just had all of it in my head hehehe. The 

only researched that I did is to go to pdf and the war. 
before I start writing I already had the chart to who it 
is, what company and where.

• What perspectives or beliefs have you challenged with 
this work?

Im not sure if this is the right tact, from the time im 
finish writing, it really hits me right between my eye, 
what real life is and Barbara showed me. She give up 
everything. She give up a lot. I thought more what is 
love, What is right love and it just shown me I already 
have in front of me.

A personal account of a draftee’s Army life in the mid 1950s, when world 
events created great tension. A close look at a different time. It is also 
written for the benefit of younger generations, especially our children, 
and their understanding of the seemingly worldwide conflict between 
communism and democracy.

A sweet and nostalgic account of a well-travelled man. 
Crossing continents, meeting people, enjoying the scenery—
that’s all part of the adventure. 
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Ingram Catalog

When it comes to promoting your book to booksellers, 
libraries, and independent specialty bookstores, it pays to 
be in league with somebody your market already trusts.
Brilliant Books literary has formed a strategic partnership 
with Ingram, America’s largest book marketing and 
distribution company. This collaboration makes use of 
Ingram’s network of booksellers, librarians, and specialty 
retailers that rely on the company’s selection of print 
magazines, online catalogs, e-newsletters, and other book-
related products in the industry.

This puts your book exactly where it ought to be—
right in front of their eyes.

Ingram Advance Catalog is a publication that highlights 
the best and forthcoming titles through its monthly buying 
guide. This is read by over 6,600 retailers, librarians, and 
international customers via print and 28,000 international 
and domestic booksellers and librarians in digital format. 
Along with title listing, it also leads in editorial content, 
including author interviews, merchandising tips, and 
products news.

About Ingram Content Group

For more than 50 years, Ingram has been connecting 
readers, librarians, and booksellers to the books that 
they want to read and/or sell. In fact, it has dominated 
the distribution of print and digital content in over 200 
countries and zones. It is the leading distributor of print 
and digital content with a reach of over 9,000 retailers and 
18,000 librarians.

It offers fully integrated print and digital wholesale 
and distribution services for the book industry. Each year, 
Ingram issues a series of catalogs to retailers and libraries 
showcasing forthcoming and recently published titles.
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London Bookfair

From very modest beginnings in the Berners Hotel 
near Oxford Street in 1971 as the Specialist Publishers’ 
Exhibition for Librarians, The London Book Fair – as it 
took the name in 1977 – has grown to be an essential part 
of the international book trade calendar.

Today, the entire international publishing industry is 
represented, from the giant houses we are familiar with to 
the smallest independents - the publishers of blockbuster 
novels and academic texts and the producers of children’s 
books and graphic novels.

To walk its floors is to experience knowledge and 
stories in all forms. It is impossible not to be captivated, 
fascinated, and inspired.

The London Book Fair is the global marketplace for 
rights negotiation and the sale and distribution of content 
across print, audio, TV, film and digital channels.

Our in-person event typically welcomes more than 
20,000 publishing professionals to London for the week of 
the fair to learn, network, and kick off the year in publishing. 

The London Book Fair has a well-earned reputation 
for attracting world-class publishing talent. Our Authors 
of the Day and Illustrator of the Fair program continues 
that tradition celebrating some of the most acclaimed 
and successful writers and illustrators working today. 
Welcoming them to our London exhibition, we provide 
a platform to showcase their work and celebrate their 
achievements.
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I am a Zambian by birth and a Zimbabwean by origin. I come from what 
one would call an average family – not rich and not poor. My strong 
Christian background and values instilled in me is what moulded me 

to what I am today. My father fought against the traditional cultural belief that 
educating daughters was a waste of time by making sure we got the education. 
I attended my lower education in Zambia and higher education in Zimbabwe. 
I moved to USA in 1999. During my stay I have produced a CD that consists of 
music and poetry and have written three books.

As a writer, I extract from a wealth of personal life experiences when writing 
my books. The first book - Bitter Blinded Winds describes my father’s trials and 
tribulations in Pre- and Post-Colonial Zimbabwe. It is based on a ruthless farm 
owner by the name Stewart Hamilton and his trusted servant Spinach Chigubu 
who was just as ruthless towards the peasants and was the instigator of troubles 

• What do the words writers block mean to you:
To me, a writer’s block represents the struggles I had 

to overcome just penning and coming up with the first 
few lines of Bitter Winds. Coming up with a perfect 
opener that would translate with appetite to the reader 
as I attempted to narrate all events that transpired in the 
life of my father. I remember vividly how I had to shred 
almost half a ream of bond paper, qualifying, and later 
disqualifying the lines. Covert hostility did not exempt 
me from inertia either and I soon discovered it was the 
driving force behind a writer’s block and procrastination. 
With covert hostility, I found myself revising the first 
chapter repeatedly instead of plodding on ahead. But it 
had to be God was smooth right from the onset. 

• Are there therapeutic benefits to modelling a character 
after someone you know?

Indeed, there is a soothing finish to the portrayal 
of a real-life character in my books. When I write 
dialogues between myself and literary characters, it 
enhances my empathy and ability to deal with a wide 
spectrum of characters. It is therapeutic.

• How do you process and deal with negative book 
reviews?

Response to negative reviews is quite simple for 
me really. I just simply DON’T respond to reviewers. 
Negativity is a certainty and is bound to come. It is 
part of the process of and I bask in the glory of the 
fact that it is simply another person’s opinion and they 

Dorothy Wright

and tragedies that befell his fellow black peasants. It begins 
with the life and death of my grandparents under the hands 
of Stewart and how he (my father) and his brother survived. 

The plot to my 2nd book Covert hostility was informed 
by personal interactions with family, friends, neighbours, and 
foes alike, with a near programmed mindset that denigrates, 
stigmatises, mocks, and teases their kith and kin who are 
faced with fertility challenges and subject them to ridicule 
and verbal abuse – all this caused by a dysfunctional culture. 

Catherine, the main character was a victim of such 
a culture and the story is based on the fate that befell her 
because of the demining traditional culture of putting less 
value on women – the story gives hope to the hopeless.

The countless miraculous interventions in the lives of 
many by Jehovah, God Almighty including my own, that 

I witnessed from childhood to senior adulthood were the 
driving force behind my 3rd literal instalment 

IT HAD TO BE GOD. The book was by far the most 
fulfilling of all my publications – from all indications, was 
a clarion call from God to make known to all that he lives 
amongst us every day of our lives and in every aspect of 
our existence. Unlike all the other books, writing this book 
was smooth. It presented no headaches and propelled me 
to greater spiritual heights as I made recordings of people’s 
testimonies.

Aside from writing, I am a philanthropist (check my 
website) and have a strong passion to help others where I 
can. I strongly believe that out of a thousand when you help 
one person, it is no longer a thousand but nine hundred 
and ninety-nine!!!
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are entitled to their opinion. Most times, I just laugh it 
off. I don’t focus on the negative lest I get discouraged. 
I do however look for constructive criticism in every 
review given the fact that bad reviews add validity to 
good reviews.

• What is the most difficult part of your writing process? 
How long have you been writing or when did you start? 

Putting my thoughts on paper is the hardest part for 
me because in my mind I know exactly what I want to 
say and it seems so correct but when I read it on paper 
it seems as if something is missing. I started my first 
book in 1995 and was able to finally publish in 2009 
– in between I put the though aside because I thought 
I was over-reaching. My father saw my potential and 
encouraged me by taking time to tell his story and 
from that nudge I so badly needed, the mission was 
accomplished, and has been since.

• What, to you, are the most important elements of good 
writing?

Know and understand what you want to write about 
- take time to research.

• What is the ultimate goal for the book?
The purpose of my book Covert Hostility is to bring 

awareness of some of the dysfunctional traditional 
cultures that need to be abolished once and for all 
because they might have worked way back when 
because greed, hate, envy, deception, and corruption 
was at a very minimal scale – unlike now. The story 
of Catherine is such an example and there’s so much 
a reader can learn from her experiences and the other 
characters that were involved in in her sad journey.

The purpose for my other book IT HAD TO BE 
GOD brings awareness to those that are giving up hope 
or have no trust that God exists and can intervene 
when all hope seems lost - by reading the different 
testimonies of people that were touch one way or the 
other – I AM ONE OF THEM!

The story is about Cultural Dysfunction - the root of hate and hostility, set in cities 
and rural areas of Zimbabwe and around the African continent. The story touches a 
high number of cases on orphans around African countries where parents pass away 
and relatives, especially the older son on the father of the deceased side, takes over 
the welfare of the widow, children and all assets of the deceased. This was the case for 
Catherine - after the mysterious death of both her parents and sibling, she was left in 
the hands of an uncle who had a wife and a teenage daughter, Pauline. Catherine was 
not on the radar as far as her uncle was concerned - all he wanted was the wealth, 
causing Catherine’s life to flip from head to tail - how does she escape the turmoil... 
and is there hope of light...?
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Dr. Edith Lazenby

R ev. Dr. Edith P. Lazenby has written two other books, 
one entitled Tabernacle in the Wilderness, As It Relates 
to Jesus Christ, and Angels, Angels, Angels. She is a 

retired Air Traffic Controller, Veteran, an ordained Minister, 
Chaplain, and a Board Certified Christian Counselor. She 
earned her Th.B., B.R.E., and D.R.E., from American Bible 
College in Florida, and her M.R.E., from Trinity College of the 
Bible, in Newburgh, Indiana. She earned her second doctorate, 
Doctorate of Divinity (D.D.), from Burroughs Divinity Bible 
School in New York., a school where she also teaches the 
Bible. She loves to teach and help others understand the Bible.

• What is the most difficult part of your writing process? 
How long have you been writing or when did you 
start? 

I have been writing ever since 1995 after I retired 
as an Air Traffic Controller. The most difficult part of 
writing especially if you are writing a non-fiction book 
is to make sure everything is truthful and correct.

• How many books have you written, and which is your 
favorite?

I have written a total of three (3) books which are: 
Tabernacle in the Wilderness, As It Relates to Jesus 
Christ, Angles, Angels, Angels and this one, Spiritual 
Gifts. My favorite book is Spiritual Gifts, Do You 
Know What They Are And Are You Using Them?? 
Why? Because I have noticed Jesus told us the works 
that he did we would do also, and even greater works, 
because he had to return to his Father. You rarely hear 
mankind teach or preach on the gifts as stated in 1 
Corinthians chapter 12, and since I know Jesus has 
stated his disciples are suppose to operate in these 
gifts, some of which I do, I feel it is over time to do 
what the Lord has called his disciples to do. This book 
helps individuals discover what spiritual gift or gifts 
they might have, and what steps are needed to stir up 
that gift.

• What is the ultimate goal for the book?
The ultimate goal for the book is to reach as many 

people as possible so they will know God’s word is 
true, but they must activate the spirit within them to 
be used by God. It is one thing to read about what God 
says, and it is another thing to see God’s Word come 
alive through you for His glory.

When people are born again, when they accept Jesus into their lives, God 
gives each of them at least one gift. It’s our job to discover what that gift is. 
In Spiritual Gifts, author Dr. Rev. Edith P. Lazenby offers a look into these 
spiritual gifts and shows you how you can dig into them and truly use them 
for God’s glory.
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Book Reviews & 
Radio Book Talk

New York Times Sunday Book Review

The New York Times Sunday Book Review is the weekly paper-magazine supplement to the New York Times and is 
considered the nation’s most credible review of good literature. It houses the widely cited and influential New York Times 
Bestseller List, and has been shaping reading and purchasing lists for generations. This insert appears in the Sunday 
edition of the New York Times, which boasts a circulation of 1.1 million and a readership of 4.6 million*.

Get your book ad in front of the people that matter—book buyers, reviewers, and traditional publishers.

Why advertise in the New York Times?

The New York Times offers clients access to an unsurpassed audience of affluent, influential consumers, and 91 
million* unique online visitors. Advertisers will also be able to see their ads on quality content environments and on 
a “brand halo”, meaning the reputation of the NYT rubs off on the ads seen in their publications. The New York Times 
brand has always been associated with credibility, trustworthiness and prestige.

Kate Delaney Interview

Kate Delaney is an award-winning and respected national presenter. She has been in the radio and television industry 
for 20 years and has interviewed over 16,000 people. She garnered a Television Emmy for her special report on the AIDS 
epidemic in New Mexico, and as well as several Golden Mics for a series on immigration.
You’ll never run out of places to talk about books. There are cafés, libraries, bookstores, and you can even chat about it 
on the radio. As an author, you can use the airwaves not only to talk about what you love, but it’s where you can promote 
your book to interested listeners as well. 

With our Radio Book Talk service, you’ll get both online and terrestrial radio coverage: talk about your book on 
a radio show hosted by Kate Delaney, an Emmy award-winning broadcaster, and get interviewed on WebTalkRadio’s 
Books on Air.  Plus, your book will be announced to the avid listeners of Newsgram, a show that talks about trends and 
popular recommendations.

Radio Book Talk is highly recommended for literary novels, nonfiction books like self-help, memoirs, and business 
books.
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Miguel Lopez

M y name is Miguel J Lopez. I was born in Queens, 
New York. Moved to Orange County NY (West Point 
military Academy area. I am a field Technician for a 

prominent IT company. I have been writing stories all my life 
as I can remember. Like many people my life has been full of 
mistakes and hardships. Set back and victories. Even the sum of 
Victories has been small compared to my losses. I have endured 
and moved forward iTn life. Learning all the lessons from it. To 
be better than I was. Still chasing after the best version of myself. 
Now I invite you to a world you may know. Or rather you think 
you may know. Enjoy the twist and turns as you read this fun 
rollercoaster of emotions known as a life times. Tides or times if 
you will. Enjoy this little town known as Andersonville.

• What is your writing process like? Are you more of a plotter or 
a pantser?

Answer: “I am both. I serve the needs of the characters 
when they speak to me. When I write something that I never 
intended. That is how I know I’ve breed life to the work.”

• If you were to write a spin-off about a side character, which 
would you pick?

“I’ve already had that planned. Rewriting that piece now. 
With another one as well. To make those stories fit with this 
one.”

• What risks have you taken with your writing that have paid off?
“Remembering to ring that bell and commit to the work. 

And don’t give a dam who you might anger. No one is perfect. 
We are all perfectly flawed. Just move forward and stay your 
course.”

• If your book were made into a movie, which actors would play 
your characters? 

“Do I have people in mind yes. But I am way ahead of 
myself for naming them. I need people to accept the work so 
the film can be made.”

• What is the ultimate goal for the book?
Answer: “So I can make a living being a writer author. 

Making people laugh, cry, happy, joyful, angry, mad, 
hateful(To the villains),sad, and love. And wanting more of 
these people I am introducing them to.

The outbreak of WW1 plunged the union and 
Canadian and Confederate forces. This joint collation 
with the inventions of the Wright brothers and ford 
was successful in defeating the Austro-Hungarian 
empires. With Germany paying the debt it owed in 
the Treaty of Paris. The roaring twenties was roaring 
until the depression came upon us all. This greatest 
depression lasted until the Nazi party rose and 
engulfed us all into another world war. At the end 
of this war the unification of Canada and the C.S.A. 
was done. Even though the confederacy was allowed 
to maintain its Capitol at Richmond Virginia, the 
national capitol in Ottawa is still known as the 
nation’s capital. The cold war did affect us all. The 
Berlin wall fell 1983. Thus, the state of the world is in 
rather sad state of affairs. With the desert wars, raging 
with ideologies running rampant through the world. 
We are in a state of constant watch. Ever imposing 
our eyes on things that shouldn’t be, alas all is quiet 
in a nice southern Georgian coast in a nice small little 
quaint town know as Andersonville.
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Mario Eisenbacher  
aka Mario Garnet

A n immigrant from Germany, Mario Eisenbacher grew 
up as a dependent of the United States Army. During 
his time in the military, he focused his efforts on 

education while moving among military bases. Boasting an 
interest in engineering and physics, he attended Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute, where he received a BS in aeronautical 
engineering in 1969. From there, he served as an engineer 
for Westinghouse Electric Company LLC for the following 
16 years. During his tenure with his company, he was 
introduced to the power industry, which set the foundation 
for the remainder of his career. In addition, he simultaneously 
served as an engineer with the United States General Services 
Administration between 1976 and 1980. 

A recipient of an MBA from Widener University, Mr. 
Eisenbacher has been the vice president of Engineering at 
HMS since 1995. He is a certified professional engineer. His 
work style can be described as organized and structured, 
but also flexible. Alongside his career endeavors, he has 
contributed his expertise to written publications, including 
two books on the basic programming language for specific 
computers, “Programming Your Commodore 64 in BASIC.” 
Equally interested in mysticism and metaphysics, he penned 
“The School of Wizardry: A Handbook for the Modern 
Wizard” in 2018. His books can be purchased on Amazon.

A member of the American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers, Mr.Eisenbacher intends on focusing more on 
writing and traveling in the near future. The proud father 
of one daughter and grandfather of two granddaughters, 
he enjoys attending the theater, practicing tai chi, and 
maintaining his health in his spare time. He has always 
focused on raising a family and helping them achieve success. 
Special thanks to his love Susan Riser who’s there by his side 
while re-inventing this work. Looking forward, he would 
also like to revisit his heritage and share that experience with 
his grandchildren. 

Journey with the writer and his two artists in an 
adventure of magic in our world in light of Wizardry! 
We begin the School of Wizardry where Harry Potter 
left off and meet our Headmaster Muhlaton. From 
here we embark upon an experience of the many 
facets of magic through five Grottos (classes) with 
unique magical instructors.

Each grotto begins as a fictional adventure and 
glides into an instructional format for the budding 
Wizard, culminating in a gathering for the actual 
practice of magical principles.

The Grottos: Magic of Knowledge is about 
the mysterious properties of arithmetic, geometry 
and human history; Magic of Cultural Diversity--
the multi-facets of being human; Magic of Life--the 
nature of our DNA and the sanctity of the vehicle 
of our life force; Magic of our Universe--Quantum 
fields and the fine line between science and magic; 
Art of Magic -- the How-To!
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Dr. Etta B. Harbin

D r. Etta B. Harbin is a 
native Floridian who 
is the co-founder and 

current pastor of Mishkan 
T’Hillah Worship Center, Inc. 
in Miami Gardens, Florida. She 
is a retired teacher, veteran of 
the United States Army, and 
founder of FAILSTOP, Inc., a 
free tutoring service to families 
in marginalized communities.  
Etta is the mother of three adult 
children and the grandmother 
of three grandchildren. She 

began her writing career at the age of eleven with a poem 
about her older sister Betty and has continued to write.  Etta’s 
trove of writings covers every area of life from childhood to 
adulthood.  

Having grown up in a God-centered home, she has 
dedicated her latter writings to addressing the misogyny-filled 
interpretations of biblical passages that have been preached 
from male dominated pulpits to female populated pews. As 
presented, many would be led to believe that at a minimum, 
God thought less of women and more of men. With firm 
determination, Etta began an extensive study of the Bible 
that revealed the original intent of God to be that women 
would co-rule with men in the home, church, and society. 
Her book, Sinking Saints addresses the misuse of the Bible 
to develop streams of income for religious leaders; Martin 
Luther King BullAvoid addresses the need of moral authorities 
of marginalized communities to implement programs 
that  empower people; Extending the Scepter of Forgiveness 
addresses the erroneous teachings about Christians being 
mandated to grant forgiveness to the unrepentant; and the 
Truth About Ruth dispels the myth that God rewarded Ruth 
with rich Boaz because she was pure and submissive.  

Etta’s relationship with God has risen above religion and 
is solely reliant on the truth of the Bible that does not require 
sanitization. Believers will find that the truth of the Bible will 
never strip God of his power to change lives. Most importantly 
for Etta, misogyny began in the church and in the church it 
must end. It is now time to buy the truth and sell it not. 

• What do the words “writer’s block” mean to you? 
‘Writer’s block’ for me is the perfect opportunity to take an 

extended break.  It gives me time to examine my approach, 
ideas, and most importantly, to determine if the time invested 
diminished or increased the passion for the project.   

• How do you process and deal with negative book reviews? 
Negative book reviews help me to value opposing 

opinions, fill gaps, elaborate on key ideas, and acknowledge 
by writing strengths and weaknesses.  

• What is the most difficult part of your writing process? How 
long have you been writing or when did you start? 

The most difficult part of my writing process is constant 
revisions and doing the research. I began writing at age 11.  
My first writing was a poem that was dedicated to by big sister.

• What advice would you give to a writer working on their 
first book?

The advice I would give to ‘first-book’ writers is to keep 
a pad and pen at their bedside because great thoughts 
will come when they have settled in for the night or upon 
waking and they may not be recaptured.  

• How many books have you written, and which is your favorite?
I have written six books.  My competing favorites are 

Extending the Scepter of Forgiveness and The Truth About 
Ruth. I will select The Truth About Ruth.

• What part of the book did you have the hardest time writing?
Ruth’s visit to the threshing floor was the most difficult 

part to write.

• What part of the book was the most fun to write?
The steps given to Ruth by Naomi to secure the favor of 

Boaz.

• Which of the characters do you relate to the most and why?
Naomi because in like-manner, I too mentor young 

women and give them life advice along the way. 

• What inspired the idea for your book?
My book was inspired by the ongoing erroneous 

interpretations of biblical stories by many theologians that 
are used to devalue women and to keep them in their place.  

• How important was professional editing to your book’s 
development?

Professional editing was very important because it is 
impossible for my pair of eyes to catch omissions, gaps, 
grammar and other errors embedded in each sentence and 
paragraph.
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The story of Ruth has been limited and constrained 
by biblical presentations and interpretations. For 
too many Christians, Ruth is only known for her 
“where you go I go” position and her capture of 
wealthy Boaz. She has been shaped by Christendom 
to be the epitome of purity that all females should 
emulate if they desire an honorable and wealthy 
man as Boaz. However, on closer examination, the 
steps of Ruth may not be suited for New Testament 
women. Was the purity  of Ruth the key factor 
in her capture of Boaz? Or was it only a 
ploy by many in Christendom to ensure the 
purity of text.

To forgive or not to 
forgive is a dilemma 
that should not exist  
in Christendom. Some  
Christians have nor-
malized the granting 
of forgiveness like 
an Oprah Winfrey 
giveaway in which 
everyone gets forgive-
ness based solely on 
the generosity of the 
giver. Others refuse to 
forgive even in the presence of irrefutable evidence that supports the accused’s 
innocence. Still others grant forgiveness based merely on how they feel about 
the offender. If they are a friend, if they are from the right neighborhood, if 
they are a person of means, or if the offender is in a position to advance their 
career, then the offenses will be forgiven with a smile. Finally, there are those 
who grant forgiveness based solely on the erroneous belief that God requires 
them to do so regardless of the action or inaction of the offender.

Timaya spent a lot of time listening 
to her grandmother tell about 
the many names that were given 
to enslaved Africans including 
nigger, colored, black, and African 
American. All of those names were 
linked to the color of her skin and 
gave no indication of her place of 
origin, culture, or language that 
resulted in the loss of identity. Her 
grandmother explained to her that 
those names were linked to how 
she looked on the outside but gave no information about her rich heritage in Africa. Timaya 
is excited to find that her identity is ddAea, a direct descendant of an African Enslaved in 
America. Timaya gained a new sense of self and takes the readers along with her as she discards 
the old and celebrates her newly found identity that reflects who she is - not how she looks.

In their quest to embrace sinners, 
believers have now come to love 
the sinner more than they hate sin. 
Author Etta B. Harbin shares ten 
compelling reasons why the sin-laden 
21st century church is on the verge of 
experiencing the impending judgment 
of God. Sinking Saints: Ten Reasons 
Why Judgment Must Begin in the 
House of God is a compelling expose 
that unearths the skulls and bones 
of secret sins lying dormant in every 

Christian home and local assembly, and initiates the critical process of awakening a nd 
cleansing the church of all its well-known, but ignored, closet crimes. Sinking Saints offers 
practical solutions that will return the long awaited passion for Christ to Christians 
worldwide.

The problems of the black community have for too long 
been the topic of forums, books, sermons, and political 
agendas that concluded with perpetual plans of future 
forums, books, sermons, and political agendas with no 
concrete plans of actions to halt the profuse bleeding that 
ensures the demise of the poor. In Martin Luther King 
BullAvoid: Imploding Communities, author Etta B. Harbin 
provides practical solutions to the myriad of problems that 
plague boulevard residents. According to the author, the 
billion-dollar efforts of outside entities to infuse equitability 
have failed to demolish the barriers that preclude income 
equality, closure of academic gaps, and judicial fairness 
because the root cause of the problem is embedded within 
the community. 
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Edward L. Helmrich

• What part of the book was the most fun to write? 
It was the apparitions of Mary since most people 

don’t know about them, and the sayings of Fr. Benedict 
and Jim Lonergan. But it was all fun.

• What perspectives of beliefs have you challenged with 
this work? 

I promote the idea that religion and faith, far 
from being irrelevant, provide a valid context of 
interpretation or hermeneutic or the interpretation of 
literary works and historical events. (And, as Jordan 
Peterson suggests, how we interpret our literature 
defines our values, and that guides our action.)

I also sketch through three essays what the world 
might have been like without sin, the place of death in 
particular, and how far or near we are from that. Then, 
since Christ is the purpose and center of creation, what 

the Life of Christ would have looked like in a world 
without sin.

• What inspired the idea for your book? 
I had a collection of short essays written right after 

reading different classics. I also had a collection of 
essays on theological topics. During the virus, with 
more time at home, I had the idea, opportunity, and 
assistance to pull all of these together.

• How much research did you do for your book?
I’ve read literature and pondered theological 

questions for years, this was a result of that study.

• What is the ultimate goal for the book? 
The ultimate goal is that the reader, who might have 

been taught that religion and faith are not relevant to 
seeking the truth as not “scientific,” will take another 
look at religion and faith. 

In 1961 at Garabandal, at the height of power of the Soviet Union, Mary told 
Conchita and the other three girls that “When Communism comes back, these 
things [marking the end of time] would begin.” The girls asked: “Come back? 
Where is it going?” Now we’ve seen Communism go, overcome by Pope St. John 
Paul II and other leaders, and now we’re seeing it come back.

T he author graduated from Yale in 1983 with a 
B.A. in Mathematics and courses in Philosophy 
and English Literature. He finished one year of 

graduate Mathematics at Fordham University. During a few 
decades of limited action because of illness, and working in 
the library at Iona College for the (Irish) Christian Brothers, 
he collected thoughts on faith and literature. Putting together 
these thoughts and assisted by those presented on EWTN, the 
result was a set of essays and a set of collections of thoughts 
on different subjects. He lives in Larchmont, N.Y. and is a 
member of the Legion of Mary and the Knights of Columbus, 
and serves as lector, Eucharistic Minister, altar server and 
sacristan at the local Catholic Church.
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• How do you process and deal with negative book reviews? 
I’m not concerned with negative reviews in that I hope to present 

things that are true. Perhaps others will suggest better organization.

• How many books have you written?
I’ve only written these three books.

• What perspectives of beliefs have you challenged with this work?
The three collections of thoughts on the major aspects of the 

Catholic faith are included, suggesting that these things, designed by 
God, are not simple, but are of great beauty and complexity.

I also suggest a law that, since God the Father sent the Son and the 
Holy Spirit into the world, two Persons, that most things happen twice 
- there is a collection of examples. And a reflection on 9/11.

• How important was professional editing to your book’s development?
Very important, not so much in terms of content, but in terms on 

internal organization. The organization changed from one book with 
three parts, to three volumes, and the division seems natural and makes 
it clearer for the reader. 

• What is the ultimate goal for this book?
That those interested in the Catholic faith might use this book as an 

intriguing introduction, and that Catholics, many of whom have not 
had the opportunity to learn more about the Church, might use this 
book as a starting point to learn more.

• What advice would you give to a writer working on his or her first book?
Write about what is important to you, what you are passionate about, 

what is most about reality.

• If you’re planning a sequel, can you share a tiny bit about your plans for it?
I don’t plan to write a sequel of any kind, but I hope that readers 

will move from this book to some of the many other writers writing in 
different aspects of this area.

• How did you come up with the title for your book?
I’m from the border of New Rochelle, N.Y., founded by the French 

Huguenots, I’m a Catholic, and this book is a collection of brief thoughts. Blaise 
Pascal, the famous philosopher, was French, wrote “Pensées,” a collection of 
brief thoughts, and was Catholic (though part of a heretical group).

• If you could spend a day with another popular author, whom would you 
choose?

I would choose Scott Hahn, because of how much his books helped me, 
but also because he is probably the most important Biblical theologian of 
this time.

• What is the ultimate goal of this book?
As a collection of thoughts, it is to entertain the reader (in the best sense) 

with thoughts on important topics, ideas that elicit the reader’s thoughts on 
those topics. With more sayings from Fr. Benedict Groeschel, I hope to 
introduce the reader a little to Fr. Benedict Groeschel (1933-2014), a saint 
of our times, and to Jim Lonergan, a Catholic of a different yet valid stripe. 
In the epilogue I hope to say thank you for all I’ve been given.

Within the Trinity, only the second Person of the Trinity 
became man. But the second Person of the Trinity always 
acts in union with the Father and the Holy Spirit. Jesus was 
an only child, but he lived in the unit of the Holy Family. 
On the Cross, Jesus’ death alone redeemed mankind, but 
he was crucified with two others. So, while Jesus is the 
sole mediator between God and man, we might look for 
two co-redeemers. And they would be Mary, who stood 
at the foot of the Cross, offering Jesus and herself to the 
God, and Joseph, who had died in their company. The 
existence of co-redeemers has implications for Our Lady 
of America: this apparition was recently judged as being 
without error, but not supernatural because Joseph was 
referred to as a “co-redeemer.” From the above, and from 
the fact that this title is used by some of the Church 
Fathers for St. Joseph, maybe the status of this apparition 
can be reassessed. If it is declared supernatural, Mary’s 
statue can be processed to and installed in the Basilica of 
the Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C., as she 
requested. If that happens, Mary promised a spiritual 
renewal of our country.

Perhaps the most fundamental barrier to faith 
is that every scheme of meaning is seen as a 
construction, i.e. that reality in itself is meaningless. 
One constructs a meaning and lives within it to 
make life workable and bearable. This current view 
though is based on the assumption that reality has 
no meaning.
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Ronald Paliskis

• What do the words “writer’s block” mean to you?
Writer’s block is when you have a good story but do not 

know how to end it. Or you have an idea, but don’t know how 
to set it up or open it.

• How do you process and deal with negative book reviews?
I take negative reviews the same as when someone does 

not agree with me. Its thier choice and there’s nothing I can do 
about it. 

If it’s your first book and no one or no company has requested 
it, inquire about what is involved it is marketing it when its 
written. Plan on many calls and get an us thier promos to form 
your idea of how you want it presented and compare costs.

• Are there therapeutic benefits to modeling a character after 
someone you know?

In my case it is non-fiction, and most characters are images 
of real people either named or not. And if not, they should be 
able to identify themselves or be identified by thier friends.

• What’s your favorite and least favorite part of publishing?
Least favorite thing in self-publishing is the cost and trying 

to gauge how many pages you can afford and still get most of 
you message across.

• What is a significant way your book has changed since the first draft?
There never was a first draft, so to speak. When reading you 

can see break points internal to the paragraphs, and I would 
rewrite the sentences in that group until I liked it.

• What inspired the idea for your book?
The idea of writing a story was the Earthquake in Alaska. I 

used it to create a multi-page story and felt I could write. Then 
the pandemic gave me time and my wife getting tired of hearing 
me say “I should write a book”, so often she said do it.

• How did you come up with the title for your book?
The title was to confuse readers to wonder what the COKE 

meant, probably Drugs. And coke alley, was a real area of our 
Steel mill town. Dorrance dig the cover, as I suggested and put 
a better picture on it. Mine was a view as shown inside of the 
area, and really not too eye-catching.

• If you could spend a day with another popular author, whom 
would you choose?

My favorite authors are all dead. Jack London, Robert 
Service, R Chambers, and most recently, Tony Hillerman.

Ron Paliskis grew up on the other 
side of the tracks with low self-
esteem. Yet throughout his youth, 
he was able to have quite a few 
adventures. Overcoming a stutter, 
slight dyslexia, and a penchant for 
illness, Paliskis ended up having 
himself quite the coming-of-age 
tale. From the deepest forests of 
Canada to the alleys behind the 
factories, Paliskis will take you on 
his journey as a Coke Alley boy.
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Sandra  
Katchuk

S andy is the oldest of five children and 
the mother of four wonderful kids. She 
was born and raised in Hickory Corners, 

Michigan, where she attended Gull Lake High 
School, graduating in 1966. She was the featured 
majorette in her high school band and as a teen-
ager she began teaching young children the art of 
baton twirling along with some beginning dance 
and gymnastics classes; teaching up until the year 
1990. She graduated from Lake Michigan Nursing 
program with honors; specializing in Labor & 
Delivery nursing. In 1987 she and her family 
relocated to Walterboro, South Carolina, where 
she continued working in Labor & Delivery until 
retiring in December 2012. She always held her 
entire family very dear, and had a huge passion 
for babies, poetry, and needle crafts of all kinds. 
Following retirement she decided to try blending 
all of her passions together, by writing children 
stories with subtle messages through the art of light-
hearted poems; to entertain her grandkids. Most of 
her characters are named for family members, who 
seemed to get a kick out of it and all the pictures and 
illustrations were embroidered by her on her sewing 
machine. The stories are also based between her 
home state of Michigan and her current residence 
of South Carolina. In the fall of 2019 she was juried 
into the South Carolinian Artisan Association as 
a new artist for her story books where they are on 
display at the Center.

• What is the most difficult part of your writing process? How long 
have you been writing or when did you start? 

I love light-hearted poetry & have always dabbled in it in one 
form or another. But, I actually never stated writing stories for kids 
until I reached retirement age. Probably the hardest part of writing in 
this style, is finding rhyming words that will take me in the direction 
that I’m headed, so sometimes I may have to take a detour.

• What advice would you give to a writer working on their first book?
I had a College literature teacher tell me once, “Sandy, you have a 

unique way of writing, but I think you are trying to gather a litter of 
run-away kittens to keep them in the basket.” I never forgot that. So 
my advice to any new writer is this, “Try hard not to adopt so many 
kittens, or spend a lot of time with elaborate introductions of each 
one. Less is always best. Do not overwhelm your readers with a “fight 
of ideas” all at once. Thus, you have control of keeping the kittens 
and your followers comfy in that basket. 

• How many books have you written, and which is your favorite?
I have now had five children’s story books published. I’m not sure 

that I have a favourite story, but I believe that my Christmas book 
was the most fun for me to write. I have also tried to write a story 
for children of all age groups; pre-school through elementary with a 
subtle message in each, that I hoped kids would find and learn from.

• What part of the book was the most fun to write?
The most fun part of writing my stories, is naming all my 

characters after my family members; who seem to get a kick out of 
it too. 

• What is the ultimate goal for the book?
My original hopes & dreams were be to have my own “Sandbox 

Collection” of “Grammy’s Stitches in Rhyme Story time books” put 
together in one volume- like my favourite “Mother Goose” Nursery 
Rhyme book. But, seeing any one of my stories now made into an 
animated film would be beyond my wildest dreams! 

A Monkey’s Tale of 
Travel and Ties No 
matter where life’s 
dreams lead you to 
ramble and roam, 
never forget that 
your family awaits to 
welcome you home.
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• What do the words “writer’s block” mean to you?
Writer’s block is when you have a good story but do 

not know how to end it. Or you have an idea, but don’t 
know how to set it up or open it.

• How do you process and deal with negative book 
reviews?

I take negative reviews the same as when someone 
does not agree with me. Its thier choice and there’s 
nothing I can do about it. 

If it’s your first book and no one or no company 
has requested it, inquire about what is involved it is 
marketing it when its written. Plan on many calls and 
get an us thier promos to form your idea of how you 
want it presented and compare costs.

• Are there therapeutic benefits to modeling a character 
after someone you know?

In my case it is non-fiction, and most characters 
are images of real people either named or not. And if 
not, they should be able to identify themselves or be 
identified by thier friends.

• What’s your favorite and least favorite part of 
publishing?

Least favorite thing in self-publishing is the cost and 
trying to gauge how many pages you can afford and 
still get most of you message across.

• What is a significant way your book has changed since the 
first draft?

There never was a first draft, so to speak. When 
reading you can see break points internal to the 
paragraphs, and I would rewrite the sentences in that 
group until I liked it.

• What inspired the idea for your book?
The idea of writing a story was the Earthquake in 

Alaska. I used it to create a multi-page story and felt I 
could write. Then the pandemic gave me time and my 
wife getting tired of hearing me say “I should write a 
book”, so often she said do it.

• How did you come up with the title for your book?
The title was to confuse readers to wonder what the 

COKE meant, probably Drugs. And coke alley, was a 
real area of our Steel mill town. Dorrance dig the cover, 
as I suggested and put a better picture on it. Mine was 
a view as shown inside of the area, and really not too 
eye-catching.

• If you could spend a day with another popular author, 
whom would you choose?

My favorite authors are all dead. Jack London, 
Robert Service, R Chambers, and most recently, Tony 
Hillerman.

I am a father and grandfather, and now a retired New 
York City police officer that spent most of my life 
in law enforcement, I loved every day patrolling 

the city of New York in a police car, fighting crime, helping 
the sick,disadvantage and arresting felons. I found a second 
love in writing.

Mel Ladner

Literary Today | 22



Human Error proves beyond any reasonable doubt 
that our United States elections are rigged. Follow 
our investigation into the New York City-wide 
fraudulent election, beginning with the step by 
step appeal process all the way to the US Supreme 
Court. After a six-year federal court proceeding, 
the shocking inner workings and dark secrets of the 
New York City Board of Elections were revealed. 
The decisions of the District Federal Court, United 
States Court of Appeals for the second circuit and 
yes, the United States Supreme Court, left many 
dumbfounded. Human Error will shock and anger 
you, and make you question if your VOTE really 
does count.

Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. was assassinated 
at the age of thirty-nine on April 4, 1968 at 
6:01 p.m.
Rookie Cop Marvin Levey had his whole life-
changing experience with only one day on the 
job as a New York City police officer. When 
crowds of over one hundred thousand rioters 
overwhelmed the police force. New York City 
had no choice; they needed every able body 
police officer to maintain law and order. They 
needed much more law enforcement . That 
meant that the April 3,1968 police academy 
class was ordered out on the means streets on 
New York City to quell riots, make arrests, and 
literally fight for their lives without any police 
training.

God comes back to Earth to do away 
with evil. God and Satan go to war to 
decide the fate of the universe. Who will 
win? What is the ultimate outcome for 
the future of the good believers and all 
the people of the Earth?
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At Brilliant Books Literary,
we listen to your stories and  

we make it possible the world knows 

about them too.
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