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Erik D. J. O’Brien

Facebook: https://www.erikdjobrien.com
Instagram: kurs_rage
Website: www.duaredheimstaffsaga.com

E rik D. J. O’Brien was born in Salt Lake City in 1966. He 
received a Bachelor of Science degree from the University 
of Massachusetts in 1989 and then volunteered for Army 

service in 1990. After serving with the Third Ranger Battalion 
at Fort Benning, Georgia, from 1991 to 1993, he was honorably 
discharged in 1994. Returning home, he continued his education 
in creative writing at Emerson College. He is a lifetime practitioner 
of martial arts, and his other hobbies include illustration and a love 
of the outdoors. Kur’s Rage, part 1 of the Duaredheim Staff Saga 
begins the grand tale of adventure and continues with The Drums 
of Doom, The Last Admiral, and reaches its epic climax in Part 4, 
The Ice Moon. Erik currently lives in Norwell, Massachusetts.

Captivating entertainment is the ultimate goal of Kur’s 
Rage. An Old Gnome narrates the story by firelight in 
the local tavern. With his words, medieval adventure, 
mysteries, and bold characters with a purpose come to 
life in amply described scenes. Kur’s Rage introduces 
Carmen’s Rangers and begins their harrowing evermore 
difficult quest. 

The first draft of Kur’s Rage was primarily narration. 
After a few years I had a story, but it needed massive 
revisions, so I started over. The final draft was ten years 
in the making, and my focus had changed to a dialogue 
driven model that was vastly more effective in conveying 
the action that I wanted to capture.

I am both a plotter and a pantster. In most cases, I 
already have a plot outline, set points where I need the 
characters to arrive at in order to end up with a cohesive 
story. After that, I usually pick a scene and then write it 
from one character’s perspective. If I like what I created I 
usually go with it, but if not, I will pick another character 
and give them a go. I allow my mind the freedom to work, 
to shift the scene where it naturally wants to go and most 
of the time, it just happens. More often than not, I achieve 
my plot points and once in a while, the story takes a 

surprising turn that I had not before imagined and that 
is great too.

My writing location is flexible. I wrote the rough 
drafts for Kur’s Rage and The Drums of Doom entirely 
in the laundry mat. The sound of the washers and dryers 
whirring away in the background put me in the “Zone,” 
instantly. I wrote some killer scenes while folks folded 
their clothes and wondered what this guy was doing. I 
just need a quiet space, enough sleep and something to 
capture my words on.

If I were to spend a day with another author, it would 
be Stephen King. I would love to learn something about 
his personality and hear him talk about future stories that 
he has yet to write.

If Kur’s Rage were a movie, I would like to see a 
dynamic cast, some known actors, and many new ones. 
Emily Blunt would be a fine match for Carmen, the leader 
of her company, and Brad Pitt would bring the Ranger 
Tariq Longstride to life as well. Most of my characters are 
young adults when Kur’s Rage takes place, but as my world 
is a Dungeons & Dragons styled one, with Elves and all 
manner of fantastic characters, the possibilities are endless!

Stand on the parapets of Highcrest Garrison as the characters prepare for battle against a 
demon lord and his fiendish minions. Feel their sorrow in the tour’s aftermath as they decide 
to reunite in search of new adventures. A chance meeting with a mysterious wizard compels 
them to undertake a scouting mission. During their journey, they encounter an enemy army 
and must discover the motivations of its dark commander. Join them as they face dire wolves, 
Red Orcs, and supernatural foes. 
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Lisa Sterling

M y name is Lisa Sterling and I am the mom of two adult children, 
one dog one cat, and I live in Kentucky. I was married for 25 
years to my best friend. When I am not working or writing I 

love to find a good book to read or coloring. I also enjoy traveling and 
photography.

https://www.facebook.com/lisa.sterling.9678

• What part of the book did you have the hardest time writing? 
Probably the hardest part of putting together the book was trying 

to decide what I wanted for my cover. I can be very particular what I 
like and wanted something that would stand out and take notice.

• What perspectives or beliefs have you challenged with this work?
Probably the biggest thing that I have found with my writing is that 

I am not just writing about what I know but to who I am writing too. 
In today’s world it seems like everyone gets caught up into pleasing 
other people. For me I want to challenge myself into doing better with 
each piece I do write. For me it’s not about pleasing people and writing 
what people want to read but writing about what I know and sending 
my stuff out there and try to reach one person at a time. 

• If you could spend a day with another popular author, whom would 
you choose?

There isn’t just one writer I would love to spend the day with. So, If 
I had the chance to do a roundtable with a few of my favorite authors 
I would include: Iris Johanssen, Faye Kellerman, Jonathan Kellerman, 
Frank Perretti, Lisa Jackson and Lisa Gardner.

• What advice would you give to a writer working on their first book? 
From me the best piece of advice I could give anyone who is working 

on their first book would be this: Never stop. You have a gift and a 
talent. No one can do what you can do. Don’t let anyone or anything 
get in your way.

You are invited along on a magical 
journey. Sit back, take a breath, 

relax let your senses take over as 
you escape through the photos. 

Imagine being a child again full 
of innocence, hope and a great 
big world to discover. So many 
dreams and nothing but time. 

Soon you will see the world again 
through the eyes of a child.
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Dr. Lauren Ball

I  was born in Redmesa Colorado Dec. 7, 1927, population about 200. 
Redmesa is a small farming and ranching community, and my first 18 
years were spent mostly on a sheep ranch, we also had cows, pigs, chickens, 

turkeys, burros. and of course, horses.
At age 18 I was fed up with ranch work, especially milking on the average 

of eight cows’ morning and night, so, to get away from the daily grind of ranch 
work, I joined the Army 14 Dec. 1945. I spent the next 24 years and 8 months 
serving in many capacities and countries. I retired on 30 Aug. l970 as a Chief 
Warrant Officer. While in the service of my country, I became interested in 
writing and have had four books published plus a small book of poetry.

I have seen this world go through many changes, most of them not so good. 
I’ve seen this world go from the horse and buggy days to the space age. I served 
in Germany, Korea and was involved in the Vietnam war, and my heart goes out 
to those who have served, and to the families left behind by those who gave their 
all serving their country. War is hell.

I’ve been shot at, mortared at, missiled at and ambushed, all without a 
scratch. Someone up there has protected me through many dire events, which 
would normally have caused my demise. God really has protected me through it 
all. My love for Him is unconditional.
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What Is  
a Literary Agent?

A literary agent is a person who represents the business 
interests of writers and their written works. Agents work 
with new writers and bestselling authors alike, acting as 
business-minded intermediaries between creatives and 
book publishing houses, film producers, and theatrical or 
film producers. Agents generally are paid a fee of between 
10 and 20 percent of sales that they help negotiate on 
behalf of the writer they represent.

3 Benefits of Hiring a Literary Agent
An agent can help land lucrative book deals. Though it’s 
possible to make money by self-publishing as an indie 
writer, your best shot at getting a big advance upfront 
from a high-profile New York publisher is through a 
literary agent. Most of the Big Five publishers won’t 
accept unsolicited manuscripts—especially if it’s the first 
book a new author—and are only looking for books with 
bestseller potential. Agents have the contact information 
for publishing executives, and traditional publishers have 
a familiarity with an agent’s client list. This relationship 
can increase your chances of signing a lucrative book deal 
and make it more likely that your manuscript will make it 
to the top of the vast slush pile of submissions.

An agent enables you to focus solely on writing. The 
business side of the writing can be complex and mentally 
taxing, especially if you’re a first time writer who is new 
to the industry. Agents can tackle the tricky stuff, like 
negotiating foreign rights, subsidiary rights, and keeping 
track of royalty statements. An agent can also deal with the 
logistics of planning a United States book tour and hiring 
a publicist for your completed work. Having a dedicated 
teammate to help with the business aspects of the industry 
can free you up to focus on what you do best: writing.

An agent helps guide your career. Agents work 
on commission, so they should be actively invested in 
your success. In a perfect world, you and your agent are 
partners, working in tandem to promote your career. 
They can offer you constructive feedback and advice as 
to the current state of the writers’ markets. For example, if 
you’re considering writing something in a genre of fiction 
that is new to you—a thriller, a science-fiction epic, a 
young adult romance, or even a self-help book—a great 
agent will encourage you to follow your passion while also 
advising as to the market feasibility and editors’ appetites 
for certain genres. In a perfect world, your literary agent 
assists you during every step of your career, serving as a 
trusted adviser and honest confidant.
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James Kirkwood 

J ames Edwin Kirkwood was born in 
Houston, Texas and raised between 
there and the East Texas piney woods. 

He received his BS degree in Mathematics from 
Prairie View A&M University and an MBA from 
Texas Southern University. He spent 29 years in 
the US Army and retired as a Colonel.

He served in a number of infantry positions 
to include platoon leader, company executive 
officer, company commander and aide-de-
camp to MG Julius Becton in the First Calvary 
Division, division staff positions in the Second 
Armored Division and company commander 
in the Eighth Army (Korea). After retiring from 
the Army, he worked for several corporations 
before establishing his own IT consulting firm. 
James is single and has a son and daughter, five 
grandchildren, two great grandchildren and 
currently works on his tree farm in Texas.

• If you were to write a spin-off about a side character, which 
would you pick?

My mother
• How did you come up with the title for your book?

It was during marriage counseling with my second wife, 
third marriage that gave me the idea for this book. I married 
my first wife twice. During one of the sessions, the counselor 
started asking about my mother and father, but more so 
about my father. The questions centered around; did he 
have a temper? What kind of relationship did we have? Did 
I receive hugs from him? And was he a mean person? The 
counselor and my now ex-wife (who has a Master’s Degree in 
Social Work) concluded that I was deficient in the caring area 
because of the answers I gave to the questions. Well things 
went south from that point on during the counseling session. 
I could have saved those seventy-five dollars. I understand 
that each one of us is a product of our mother and father and 
who knows how far back in the generations a person goes to 
pick up traits. Oh, the answers I gave to the questions were: 
Yes, Great, None, some people say “Yes”, (he was never mean 
to me, but I did on occasions see him get very upset with 
people). They really freaked out when I said my father never 
hugged me. The main reason I disagreed with them was, 
although I have a lot of my father’s traits, I hugged both my 
son and daughter while they were growing up and still due to 
this day. I guess I got that from my mother, although she did 
not hug me until she was late in her years. She lived to be 96. 
But that is another book. All of this got me to thinking. Did 
my father love me? Did he really care?

• What part of the book did you have the hardest time writing?
The chapter “When he got old”

• What inspired the idea for your book?
See answer to question 2.
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Julie Saeger 
Nierenberg

https://www.facebook.com/juliesaegernierenbergauthor
https://www.linkedin.com/in/juliesaegernierenberg/
https://juliesaegernierenberg.com

J ulie Saeger Nierenberg is a freelance 
writer, editor, lifelong educator, and artist. 
Inspired by the experience of her father’s 

dying and death, Julie published a short memoir 
called Daddy, this is it. Being-with My Dying Dad 
(2013). This book launched a true journey of 
connection, as Julie reached out to share it with 
those who assist the dying and bereaved. She then 
received numerous end-of-life perspectives from 
others, some of which are available in Journey’s 
End: Death, Dying and the End of Life. Writing and 
publishing in this heart-led direction, Julie hopes 
to contribute to a cultural shift in how we prepare 
and support others in the final chapter of life. 

In 2015, a meningioma was discovered in 
Julie’s brain. Though the tumor is not cancerous, 
it is located in a very serious place, right on top 
of her optic chiasm where the two optic nerves 
cross and wrapping around the internal carotid 
artery. She was already starting to lose her vision 
when the tumor was identified. A decision had to 
be made: should she undergo a very risky surgery 
to remove it or choose fractionated radiation 
treatment? To discern the best path forward, Julie 
began a journey of many doctor visits and much 
intense research. In the end the choice came 
down to this: what outcomes could she live with? 
It Is What It Is was written as she lived the day-to-
day process. Readers get a front-row seat to Julie’s 
difficult path and ultimate choice. 

• How do you process and deal with negative book reviews? 
I’ve had overwhelmingly positive reviews and the one or 

two negative ones weren’t worth my consideration, as they 
obviously hadn’t read the book. I ignored them.

• What advice would you give to a writer working on their first 
book? 

Schedule some time to write every day or two. Treat your 
writing as you would any other project of importance, making 
it a priority. Just write; don’t worry about editing while you 
are in the process of writing. 

• What inspired the idea for your books? 
The idea for my first book came from personal experience. 

I was my father’s companion during his dying process. My 
first book is the journal I wrote to myself, telling the story of 
what happened. I wrote it to help me integrate my grief (and 
it did). Similarly, when I wrote It Is What It Is, I did so to 
help me process the discovery, discernment and decisions I 
needed to make to deal with my brain tumor.

• What is the ultimate goal for the book?
Ultimately, I’d like to touch as many hearts as possible with 

my memoirs. Readers have often told me my first book is like 
a “how-to for conscious dying.” Both of these books give the 
reader a very intimate front-row seat to what I was thinking 
and feeling. Being published by a traditional publisher would 
be of great assistance, and I welcome that next step.
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D ennis J. Gayle, a US citizen who was born in the 
Caribbean island of Jamaica, has had the opportunity 
to encounter and engage with many cultures, while 

traveling internationally, in the course of careers in diplomacy, 
business consultancy, academic research, and university 
leadership. These careers took him to countries such as the 
United Kingdom, France, Germany, Switzerland, Austria, 
Italy, Spain, Portugal, Nigeria, Kenya, South Africa, Botswana, 
Chile, Argentina, Brazil, Japan and China. These experiences 
have enriched his life in many ways. He enjoys eclectic reading, 

thinking, writing, meditating, listening to relaxing music, 
gardening, walking in natural settings – including the Japanese-
style pastime of “forest bathing,” photography and of course, 
swimming. As a teenager who wrote poetry, he contributed to 
published anthologies, over the years, and eventually published 
his first book of poetry, “On The Beach,” in 2018. Having 
completed his first literary novel, “Swimming at Sunset,” he is 
already enjoying the “wool-gathering” stage of planning a new 
book, making his intended work play. 

• What is the most difficult part of your writing process?
How long have you been writing or when did you start? I 

began by writing poetry as a young fellow. After publishing 
many research books and articles as an academic at several 
universities, followed by my first book of poetry in 2018 
– “On the Beach,” I began writing a literary novel in 2020 
– in part, a response to coronavirus pandemic isolation – 
and after two years, “Swimming at Sunset” resulted. For 
me, the most difficult part of the writing process is getting 
started, by developing a clear sense of the nature of the 
main character(s) and the intended context for their lives. 

• What advice would you give to a writer working on their first 
book?

Decide what reading engages you most, and what you 
could write that would be distinctive, engaging, entertaining, 
and perhaps even a learning experience for your own 
intended readers. Continue to read widely as you write, 
to help develop fresh perspectives and ideas. As Socrates 
reportedly said at his trial for impiety and for corrupting 
the youth of his day, an unexamined life is not worth living, 
to which one might add that writing is normally driven by 
comprehended experience. 

• What, to you, are the most important elements of good writing?
For me, the most important elements of good writing 

consist of a focus upon each sentence—the willingness to 
work and edit each, on a continuing basis, until it fulfils 
my intention. This means using short, everyday words and 
the active voice as much as possible; as well as sustained 
attention to brevity, impact, clarity, and coherence, although 
there are naturally times when longer sentences are needed 
to create fresh imagery, indicate a process or transition, or to 
mirror the complexity of life. More frequently, good writing 
assembles concrete words into a succession of sentences that 
readers can readily grasp. 

• How much research did you need to do for your book?
“Swimming at Sunset” required a great deal of continuing 

research, in order to develop and maintain the context of the 
characters and the plot, while presenting the reader with 
a credible and engaging sense of the places in which the 
characters interact, as well as the beliefs, values and attitudes 
of the characters themselves.

• How did you come up with the title for your book?
In my book, the main initial characters, Joseph, and 

Melody Armstrong, meet at a Jamaican beach. The metaphors 
of “swimming” and “sunset” echo throughout the work, and 
in the lives of their children. 

Dennis J. Gayle
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Bobbi Blok

• What is the most difficult part of your writing process? 
How long have you been writing, or when did you start?

Dealing with technologies is the most difficult 
part, especially since I live in the mountains and my 
internet connection is a challenge. I’ve been writing 
for decades including theatrical plays. I started writing 
Soulful Courage in 2000 incorporating heartfelt written 
testimony.

• What inspired the idea for your book?
My commitment as a child advocate inspired me to 

encourage people to come together in the spirit of love.
• How much research did you need to do for your book?

It’s more of an experiential thing; it’s based on my 
personal experience.

• How did you come up with the title for your book?
The book’s original title is based on the title of the play, 

which is “Torch,” which provides light. Acknowledging 
the importance of, shining a light on everything that 
happens; to manage the windstorms, we need light and 
courage; all the light is coming from our soul, and that’s 
how I came up with the title “Soulful Courage.”

• What is the ultimate goal of the book?
The goal of the book is to share the message that we are 

here to love unconditionally and be of service, to herald 
the need for us to be messengers of the Golden Rule.

B obbi has long been an artist and community 
advocate in Washington, DC. From the 
streets of the inner city, to the White House, 

the District Building, to the halls of Congress and law 
offices ,early childhood programs and public schools 
along the way and then to the mountains of West 
Virginia she’s been a courageous compassionate voice. 
She has worked closely with Dr. Elisabeth Kubler-
Ross, a pioneer in the hospice movement, on a one 
woman play focusing on the healing power of living 
and giving. Her mission is to promote quality services 
for every child and people who are dealing with grief, 
feeling isolated and marginalized. She stresses the 
importance of evolving, that we’re worthy; basically 
being the presence of light from cradle to grave. She 
has won numerous child advocacy awards, contributed 
articles on early childhood, and presented workshops 
across the country. She has also won awards for her 
work in theater, including the Source Theartre Festival 
and Washington Women in Theater. She has appeared 
on both local and national broadcasts including CBS’s 
“48 Hours.” Her work has been showcased at the 
National Theater and Kennedy Center. She believes 
that we can ALL benefit by sharing the message that 
love overcomes hate.
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Query Letters 101

This proposal is a submission of a query letter to 500+ 
Literary Agents and 500+ Traditional Publishers

How long is a query letter?
It is about 300-500 words in which you briefly describe your 
book or script, highlight major plot points, provide a short 
bio about yourself, and indicate anything you have done or 
plan to do to get publicity or a large social media following.

What kind of stats do you have about 
the effectiveness of sending an email?

Commonly we have an 88-95% delivery rate, with about 
88-90% for films, 94-96% for books. The open rate is about 
75% for books; about 70% for scripts and films, which is 
affected by the appeal of your project. We currently have a 99% 
reputation rating with the main service we use for sending 
out queries, which is based on the percentage of deliveries 
and the very low number of unsubscribes, bounces, and 
spam reports, which is under 1% since we regularly update 
our databases through our own test mailings, about every 4 
to 6 weeks.

How soon can I expect a response?
Generally, most contacts will respond within a day or two, 
some within a few hours if you send the query early in the day.

Why can’t I send my own queries?
You can if you have the time it takes and knows who to contact 
and how. It could take you 20+ hours to put together your own 
database, and spend several more hours sending out the queries 
individually or spend about $500 for the software to send out 
multiple queries, plus take the time to learn how to do this. 
Plus, it costs several thousands of dollars to buy the directories 
or subscribe to the industry services that provide this data.

But we’ve already gotten the contact and company 
information and used keywords to indicate their main areas 
of interest. We also spend several days each month updating 
the databases, based on the latest deals for publishers, agents, 
and producers, plus we buy the latest books and subscription 
services to keep the databases up to date. Additionally, we 
help you write an effective query letter, and even some 

established writers need help with this. That’s why we review 
all the letters before they go out and make suggestions or 
write letters for clients.

Here is the process:
Step 1 Making of the Query Letter
Step 2 Submission to 500+ Literary Agents and 500+ 

Traditional Publishers
Step 3 Wait for responses.
Step 4 Reply. Comply. Negotiate.

A synopsis of the book is needed for the query letter.
If the book is already published, the book title MUST 

be changed to something else since these literary agents and 
traditional publishers will be looking for that book online 
and see if it’s selling or not.

An unpublished title will interest them to take a look at 
the query letter and manuscript. A published title with less or 
no sales online will most probably end up getting declined.

The main idea is to let these agents and publishers think 
that this is a new unpublished book so that they will be 
curious about it.

CHECKLIST
 9 A 1-2 page synopsis
 9 A couple of sample chapters (more may be required, 

depending on the agent or publishing company)
 9 Email address (an AOL or a YAHOO account will not 

be accepted since these providers will usually not allow 
senders that are not on the mailing list to go through)

Note:
Responses, whether negative or positive, will be sent 

directly to the authors’ email.
Negotiations about contracts will be between the author 

and the contacting party; Brilliant Books Literary will not be 
involved.

Our role is just to initiate contact.

CALL US @ (209) 560 0211
info@brilliantbooksliterary.com
www.brilliantbooksliterary.com
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Video Book Review

The best way to promote your book is to get people 
talking about it, discussing it, sharing it. The easiest way 
to combine all of these is to have a video book review. It’s 
a great way to reach potential readers, new audience and 
an exciting way to get feedback about your book.

• The Video will be available to billions 
of active YouTube users

• Easy to watch and much more 
engaging than other formats

• A quick and easy way to for book bloggers 
to share content about your book

• Easily share the video on Facebook and Twitter

10 Minutes Video Book Review 

• Full 10-minute video dedicated 
to discussing your book

• Discussing ideas, themes, writing style and more
• Posted on YouTube website
• Guaranteed 4, 000 video views

15 Minutes Video Book Review 

• Full 15-minute video dedicated 
to discussing your book

• Discussing ideas, themes, writing style and more
• Posted on YouTube website
• Guaranteed 6, 000 video views
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Flint McDowell
https://www.facebook.com/laffmonster/
https://www.facebook.com/flint.mcdowell.1

F lint McDowell was born and raised on Vancouver Island, British 
Columbia, Canada. As a child, Flint was very precocious and well-
spoken at a very early age. He learned to play chess at a young 

age and won many local tournaments. He excelled at speech and debate. 
Additionally, he was very athletic and participated in many sports as a 
child and later in life—baseball, soccer, hockey, football, squash. In his 
early teens, Flint won a scholarship to attend the prestigious St. Michaels 
University School in Victoria, BC.

In the early 2000s, Flint moved to California to pursue career 
opportunities in IT and project management. He worked for many years 
in the IT field as a project manager for various companies. When his IT 
career was interrupted, he used it as an opportunity to pursue his passion 
for writing. “Just Howl,” was born from a real-life incident that happened 
while Flint was home one day and happened to look out the window. 
Another of Flint’s passions was to travel and help others. On a trip to 
South Africa, Flint met a cab driver whose story moved him to tears. It 
was then that he wanted to create a charity to help people like the cab 
driver. Before he unexpectedly passed away, Flint was in the process of 
applying for nonprofit status, so that he could start that charity.

While in California, Flint met his wife, Dung McDowell. Dung 
was born in Vietnam and emigrated to the United States as a child with 
her family as refugees in 1980. She and her family were sponsored by a 
Methodist church in Springfield, Ohio. They later moved to southern 
California where she still resides. She attended the University of Southern 
California earning a Bachelor’s Degree in Biology and a Master’s Degree 
in Education. She is an elementary school teacher and has taught for the 
past 26 years. 

While Flint did not live to see his dreams of being a published author 
realized, Dung and Flint’s father, David, plan to continue his legacy and 
share his words with the world. 

• How many books have you written, and which is 
your favorite?

This is Flint’s first book. He had been working 
on it off and on for the past 7 years.

• What part of the book was the most fun to write?
Flint loved coming up with the rhymes. 

He modeled the rhyme scheme after a poem 
that he had learned while in high school—The 
Cremation of Sam McGee by Robert W. Service. 

• What inspired the idea for your book?
Flint was looking out the kitchen window one 

day when he saw a little girl howling. He decided 
to howl back and from that came the idea for his 
book, “Just Howl.”

• If you could spend a day with another popular 
author, whom would you choose?

Flint loved “Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas,” 
so Hunter S. Thompson.

• What is the ultimate goal for the book?
Flint wanted the book to help people know 

that they are never alone. There will always be 
someone out there who will “howl” back. 
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Leilani Faber 

• How many books have you written, and which is your 
favorite?

I have written three books. I wrote “Vision of Hope: 
Rebuilding a life destroyed by drugs and alcohol” in 2016 
then republished with an epilogue in 2022. I am very 
excited about this book, “Angel Kisses,” that I wrote in 
1982 for a college class assignment. I am also finalizing 
plans for my coffee table book, “Colorful Colloquials.” 
I have been collecting colloguial sayings for many years 
and I think I have enough now to go ahead and publish. 

• What perspectives or beliefs have you challenged with this 
work?

Red-haired, freckle-faced children and adults are 
often called “gingers” and are taunted in other ways. My 
mother always wanted a red-haired grandchild which she 
eventually got. I wrote this book to uplift and honor these 
precious individuals by changing the narrative. The gist 
of it is that freckles are “angel kisses” given by angels who 
are always around us. 

• How did you come up with the title for your book?
Somewhere in my past I heard freckles being referred 

to as “angel kisses.” I realized while publishing this book 
that not all people have heard of this. As a result, I had to 
make sure that the last page was very clear for some of my 
audience. 

Early in my recovery, I attended a Narcotics Anonymous 
group that met near my home. The group was called Vision 
of Hope. The man who organized this group named it after 
an NA daily reading titled “Vision of Hope” because it spoke 
to him at a time when he needed this vision of hope the 
most. I realized that my goal for this book was to provide a 
vision of hope for so many who may not have any hope for 
anything better than what they had always had. 

• If you could spend a day with another popular author, 
whom would you choose?

I would love to have spent a day with Wayne Dyer. His 
books have always inspired me. I’ve used his teachings 
in many of my classes that I’ve taught. I’ve also used a 
lot of his wisdom teaching groups and during individual 
therapy sessions. He brought me hope for a different life 
when I needed it most and I want to give hope to others. 

• What is the ultimate goal for the book?
The ultimate goal for my book is to get it into the hands 

of every red-haired, freckle-faced child in the world. I 
want to make them feel how very special they really are. 
Another goal and dream of mine is that it would win a 
prestigious award such as the Caldecott, the Newberry or 
the Theodor Seuss Geisel Award.

A s a child, Leilani Faber, dreamed of being an author 
or a super model. The super model thing didn’t 
work out, so she became an author. She took 

several detours along the way with her education, jobs 
and entrepreneurial endeavors. She earned two bachelor’s 
degrees and a master’s degree later in life. She has written 

three books, all very different in genre. Leilani is currently 
practicing as a therapist but has many irons in the fire. She 
lives in southeast Washington where her children and other 
family members settled. Her vast and varied life experience 
has given her material and wisdom that she shares through 
her writing.
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In-Depth Reviews

In-Depth Review is one of several services designed to help 
you get your book turned into a film. It is a way to assess the 
potential of a book or script to become a film.

The Book to Film Review discusses the potential of the 
project to become a film and how to best present and pitch it. 
The review begins with a summary of the book and a short 
overview describing the basic story line. Then, it focuses on 
how well the book is suited to being adapted into a film and 
how this might best be done.

For example, if the book has many characters or 
multiple plot lines, the review might suggest how to reduce 
the number of characters and focus on the most important 
plot elements to make a more effective film with a budget 
that makes filming possible.

The review can also suggest what you might need to 
sell the project, such as pitching film rights or creating a 
treatment or script to increase the potential for selling your 
story.

In short, the review is like a map that can guide you on 
the path to turning your book into a film, and it can help you 
decide whether to take that journey.

DELIVERY

• Your manuscript will be forwarded to our 
screenwriter for the In-Depth Review.

• The screenwriter will read the manuscript from 
cover to cover to fulfill the said details above.

• The In-Depth review will be completed 1-2 weeks 
from the date that we receive the manuscript.

• Once completed, author’s consultant 
will send the document
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Press Release

Why Press Releases are more important than ever: 
Social media has quickly become an indispensable 

tool for authors. While many have figured out what it 
takes to drive a successful branding platform and social 
media campaign, an important component is press 
releases.

Social media has changed how people communicate 
around the globe. It’s led political revolutions and even 
created pop culture phenomena. As businesses scramble 
to figure out how to harness the power of social media to 
reach new audiences, a familiar marketing tool—the press 
release—has now gained fresh purpose. Press releases 
have become a vital tool and more important than ever 

in successfully promoting your book. Find out how you 
can leverage press releases and specific content to help 
traditional publishers, film companies & Literary Agents 
learn more about your book.

The New Face of Public Relations
For most authors, public relations and social media 
marketing provide a solid foundation and baseline for 
brand awareness and general marketing campaigns. Before 
the advent of social media, authors had to go through a 
long and arduous process of contacting journalists who 
acted as gatekeepers.
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At Brilliant Books Literary,
we listen to your stories and 

we make it possible the world 

knows about them too.
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https://www.amazon.com/Walk-John-Power-Love-Hate/dp/0595449964/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.com/Kurs-Rage-Part-Duaredheim-Staff/dp/1643454846/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=


Literary Today | 20

https://www.amazon.com/what-Learning-live-brain-tumor/dp/1504397649
https://www.amazon.com/Good-Morning-God-Lisa-Sterling/dp/B0B4TTWPL1/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3N9ZUKEPQQHCM&keywords=good+morning+god+by+lisa+sterling&qid=1670863926&s=books&sprefix=good+morning+god%2C+%2Cstripbooks-intl-ship%2C563&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Vision-Hope-2nd-Leilani-Faber/dp/1641338377/ref=sr_1_1?crid=17RR0W6OLJMJN&keywords=vision+of+hope+leilani+faber&qid=1677530090&s=books&sprefix=vision+of+hope+l%2Cstripbooks%2C288&sr=1-1

	EDITORIAL BOARD
	Erik D. J. O’Brien
	Lisa Sterling
	Dr. Lauren Ball

	What Is 
a Literary Agent?
	Kristin Glenn
	Julie Saeger Nierenberg
	Dennis J. Gayle

	Snips from Publishers Weekly February 20, 2023 issue
	Bobbi Blok

	Query Letters 101
	Video Book Review
	Flint McDowell
	Leilani Faber	

	In-Depth Reviews
	Press Release
	James Kirkwood	


